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Literature Review of Xinjiang History Researches in 2019-2020

CHENG Xiu-jin
(Center for Northwest Frontier Governance Research, Xinjiang University, Urumqi, Xinjiang, 830046)

Abstract: The study of Xinjiang history from 2019 to 2020 continues to make new developments, mainly by academ-
ic groups outside Xinjiang. Among the regional history studies in China, Xinjiang ( Western Regions) history studies
enjoys a unique position and has become the focus of research by scholars across the country, demonstrating the in-
fluence of Xinjiang ( Western Regions) research in China. The research has broadened to include annals, archives,
(Buddhist scriptures, and pictures) manuscripts, documents, pictorial records, letters, epitaphs, genealogy, travel
notes, local chronicles, brick records, newspapers and periodicals, folklore, oral history, and so on. More attention
has been paid to documents and materials in English, Russian, German and other foreign languages as well as in Ti-
betan, Manchu, Khotan, Sogdian, Uighur and other ethnic minority languages in China. Relevant studies continue to
focus on political history, historical geography and bibliography. Political history mainly studies administrative juris-
diction, tributary vassal and extraterritorial relations. Historical geography pays attention to place names and trans-
portation routes. The research on urban geography is particularly noteworthy. On the whole, studies on environmen-
tal ecology and education receive insufficient attention.

Keywords: History of Xinjiang, Political History, Historical Geography, Multilingual Literature
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